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Remember, It’s a Two:Way Streét

Belatedly but  wisely, President
hisenhower has invited Democratic
Pongressional leaders to examine
his State of the Union message on
fanuary 5, two days before it is to
pe read.

This gesture is é’?ﬁd to be without
brecedent.. Probably it is. But an
irgument -can be made that, as a
Ppi-partisan gesture, it has little real
eaning. With only two days re-
aining, the President ‘ig likely
o alter his’ mes&agg i1, a«;es not
uit the Demoeratic opposition.
hus prior éﬁ'ﬁsultation is not much

’ “ ,,'pourtesy prorrered
nder some’ piiblic pressure.
.| In the first session of the 83rd
ongress the Democratic role be-
an as one of “loyal opposition.” As
e session progressed, however, by
egrees the role became one of
‘lloyal support” on the essentials of
reign policy and on some key
omestic matters. On roll call after
11 call, the Administration would
ave gone down in defeat save for
e Insistent backing of the mi-
ority party. §
This role ‘'has not been too easy.
ith the Democrats actually hold-
ihg a margin of one seat in the
erate yet refusing to attempt to
rganize” that body, some Re-
ublicans are trying to unseat Sen.
ennls Chayez of New. ‘Mexico on
ther thin’ charge.s oj election
Faud. Governor Dewey has lately
lentified the Democrats with Ko-
pan War guilt. With the single and
ismal exception of the Martin
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wmappg{xzﬁment 2 Set;retary of ..

Labor, the Adminlstration has made
no effort ol f “bi-partisanship”
into fhe executlve ranks, high or
low.

Even such a rugged and often
wrong-headed partisan as Harry
Truman sprinkled his Administra-
tion with Republicans and non-
party appointees. William McChes-
ney Martin, Jr., served as chairman
of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System. Allen W
Dulles was deputy head of the}

{ral “Intelligéiice Agency.’ Formgr|

€] Blngham
was chairman of the Loya.lty Revigy,
Board. John Foster Dulles served
in the State Department as Ams.
passador-at-Large. Robert P. Paf-"]
terson was Secretary of/ War and

Robert A. Lovett was Sgeretary of’

Defense. The London embassy post
wags filled by Lewis W. Douglas and
Walter Gifford. Warren Austin was.
our ambassador to the United Na-
tions. Paul G. Hoffman was the first
Economic Cooperation Administra-

tor. So it went: a score more could §

be named. ,
Politics should, and ‘must, stop-

at the water's edge. But bi-parti- |
sanship, as the late Sé'nator van-~ o

denberg often made “ on his
own terms, s a twg; sy, street.

While Republican job-hunger is hu-.
man and exqusable t:g 20 years;

flouting the Dequra alg Ppewey

on the one hand and a.mg, them

perfunctory court on the other is |

"not going to'put much momientum
behind the Elsenhower program.
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